
WATER -SPOUTS. 
Mr. James Mainwaring, observer on the s. 8 .  LLAtl~os,',Capt. 

Horatio Lam, commanding, reports having obserred several 
mater-spouts off the east end of Jamaica, W. I.. on May 18,1887. 

Capt. W. N. Aldrich, of the schooner 6' Cotnet,)' reports 
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small one; 28th) N. 26O 071, W. 86O 051, three within half an 
hour; 29th, N. 24O 16/, W. 85O 251, two in northeast and one 
in southeast. 

Captain G<wrie, of the s. 6. '' Caledonia," reports having 
observed a large water-spout in E. 38O 301, W. 1 7 O  O', on May 

In the following table are giren the means of the maximum 
and minimum tempera.tures, and the average rainfa.11 for the 
cotton-belt districts duriug the month. For the purpose ofcom- 
parison the means for the four preceding years are also giren. 
The district of Wilmington, onlr, shows an excess of precipitn- 
tion, 1.10 inches above the uormal j all the other districts hare 
deficiencies, ranging from 0.22 inch for the district of Mobile to 
2.81 inches for the district of Memphis. The di8triCt of Wil- 
mington shows the greatest average precipitation for the month, 
4.81 inches, and the district of Memphis the least, 1.88 inches. 

The means of the maximum and miuimum temperatures are 
in all districts above the normal ; the departure8 of the  maxi- 
mum temperature ranging from 2 O . 1  for the district of Savan- 
nah to 6O.4 for the district of Memphis, and t h e  departures of 
the minimum temperature from OO.4 for the district of Char- 
leston to 5 O . 1  for the district of Little Rock. The district of 
Qalreston shows the highest maximum temperature for the 
month, 101O.0, and the district of Vicksburg the lowest mini- 
mum temperature, 3OO.O. 

-.- 
0 0  

100 
IC4 

$ 
97 
97 
IO1 
99 
97 
97 
97 
98 

Temperature and raiilfall data f o r  the cotton districts, Nay. 
I Itainfnll. I Temperature. 
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GTATE O F  WATER IN RIVEES AND HARBORS. 
I n  the following table a.re shomu the danger-points a t  the 

various river stations and the highest and lowest depths for 
May, 1887, with the h t e s  of-occurrence, and the monthly 
ranges : 

Helghts of r ivers  above low-water mark, May, 1887. 
[Expreaacd ita f e e f  and letilhs.] 
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Red Hirer: 

Arknnasa River:  I 
Shreveport, La 

Fort Ymitli, Ark ........................... ! 
Little Hock, Ark ........................... ! 23.0 I 6 ,' 16.5 3 
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Dfisiouri Ricer:  i . I  I ^  

Lake Superior.-Duluth, Xinu. : the lake a t  this port was 

: + northwesterly wind. Navigation opened on the 6th; op 

i ::I I:::! filled with broken ice until the Otli, when i t  moved out before 
4.4 1 1 . 1 ;  
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INLAND NAVIGATION. 
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Maine, swollen by the heavy rains of the last two days of April 
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noon of the latter date was thirteen feet abovelow-water mark 
On the 2d, 3d, and 4th the water receded slowly, but rose 
slightly on the 5 th .  
Mi8Si88ippi River.-Cairo, I11 .: the river a t  this point reached 

its highest stage, 39.3 feet above low mater, on the 2d; from 
the 2d until the 18th it fell slowly to 25.0 feet; from the 18th 
to 21st i t  rose .4 foot ; from the 21st to the, end of the month 
it fell steadily, being on the 31st 17.6 feet above low-water 
mark. 

CuntberZand River.-Nashville, Tenn.: t,he river mas at  i ts  
greatest height on the 3d. After the 3d i t  fell steadily, and 
at the end of the nionth mas only 3.9 feet above low-mater 
mark. 
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Hudson River.-Albany , N. 
the 1st of the current month 


